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Steps in the Interim Process:

Now that our Interim Minister is about ready tovaanto the manse (for at least
part of each week), where do we go from here? Mbgt are probably aware that
having an Interim Minister is not a life commitmghtit a process—a process for a
limited period of time. It will have a beginningjadle and end, and hopefully will
help us be ready to have a new fully installed stexi We may know all of this, but
we may wonder what are te&eps in the proces$he Presbytery has a pretty well
worked out process, and here are the major steps:

1. Getting arinterim Minister. Well, that’s already been done, Hasn't it? And
the relationship, | think, has gotten off to a gctalt.

2. Choosing Mission Study TeamThe Session forms the Team, and the mem-
bers are already working at nominating people whithen be asked to
serve. When the make-up of the Team is final, thilymeet with Rev. Ken
Wonderland, our representative from the Presby€&gmmittee on Ministry
(C.0.M.), to go over the study process and getoo#f good start.

3. The Mission Study Team will then get to workingsthe guidelines of the
Presbytery, to createSelf Study and eventually, Mission StatementThis
will involve reviewing our history, researching aommunity, conducting
surveys, and holding congregational events to iggoat from all our mem-
bers and friends. It will be an involved but vepnleficial process that will
take six months or more.

4. When the Mission Statement is finished, it Wwél submitted to C.O.M. for
approval.When all of this is done, we will be ready to marethe next
phase—the selection of a Pastor Nominating Comen(teN.C.).

As your Interim Minister, | will be an ex-officio ember of the Mission Study
Team, but | will not be involved in the Pastor Noating Committee. | hope this gives
you a better sense of the process we're going ¢firoand the goals we hope to reach.
You should all look forward to being a vital pafitbe process.

Peace and blessings!
Pastor Gerald Wondra, |.M.



From your Music/ Worship Team:

We look forward to sharing with you the followingd worship services when
Pastor Wondra is away attending the Annual Conteren the Interim Ministers
Network in Pittsburgh.

May 31 is Pentecost Sunday and our service of songft8ms, message and
prayers will all highlight the gift of the comind the Holy Spirit to all believers
who trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord froenldeginning of the church as
we know it until the present. So please encoudadigers to come with you and
join in this celebration! Wear something red!!

OnJune 7the Rev. Daniel L Hulseapple from Middletown waheside over the
worship service and prepare us to receive Commun@ome hear his meaning-
ful message as we once again partake of the brehdiae remembering Jesus’
sacrifice for our redemption. Invite someone tmeowith you and share in the
blessings on that day.

WOMEN'S COUNCIL NEWS

The monthly meeting of the council was held on TagsMay 19 in the
church library. After a beautiful devotional by Rosary Eckard, the program was
a segment of a video, Lessons of Faith, prepareddbyerine DeAngelis and
Carol Ravert. We saw two segments from the Life iimdstry of the Messiah
entitled, The Time Had Fully Come and No Greaterd.dNVe learned about the
Eseens, the people who wrote the Dead Sea Scnallaraother group of people
who lived shortly before Jesus was born. They fadtyles like the Early Chris-
tians. An interesting discussion followed. Deligagfreshments were served by
Nancy Sterling and Janet Writer. The entire meetvag certainly an inspiration
to us all.

Our next meeting will be at 12:30 on Tuesday, JL8feat the home of
Rosemary Eckard. We are each asked to bring agkdtworite. For the program,
we ask that you bring a Bible reading, a poem stoay to share with the group.

We look forward to seeing you there. Come and baifigend.

Congratulations Amanda!

On May 16 Amanda Peterson graduated from Castletate College, Castleton
VT, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Sports igled with concentration on
Athletic Training. Each one of the graduates (appt50) was awarded his/her
diploma individually! This was the largest clasgiaite in the history of Castleton
whose roots go back to October 1787, the oldestarstate of Vermont and the
18th in the nation.



UNSUNG HEROES

Doris and Ed Szulwach

Do you know that many people of the Chester comiyamd beyond give
their time and talents in the life of our church@ ¥e so grateful to all of them.
Our unsung heroes this month are Ed (EJ) and Bausvach.

For years they have helped with the dinners, tbd faantry, the bottle fund, the
Women's Council Bake Sale, etc.. They both hethenpreparation of the cole
slaw and the potatoes for the dinners. Ed is aagdblgrinder and slicer and Doris
Is an expert in adding vegetables, the secret digmnéand mixing. Of course,
they get benefits - scraps for their compost filedre is not a dinner that does
not have their homemade jelly and jam at the bakket Grape is at a premium!
Ed also packs boxes for the food pantry with thedfiis group of which he is a
past president. They are both very generous irr at$ects of the church life.

The picture above is from Ed's surprise 80th dathparty. You could tell
how involved they both are by the wide variety ofmmmunity groups represented
at the party. When the invitations were given, Bauggested that in lieu of pre-
sents, people might like to donate to the food nyaiotbenefit the needy, as she
knew it would please Ed.

| think that you will agree that these are verga@al people.



Music/Worship Team needs YOWo come forward during the sum-
mer months of July and August! HIS Choir takesuemneeded break
then, and we ask you to step up and fill in fonmHgy singing or playing
an instrument for the worship service to the glofirgsod. No one is asking
you to be perfect in pitch or tone — just that yme the talent with which
God has blessed you. The Lord loves a cheerfa@rgiv- one and all who
praise Him, and that giver is you! We have so nmialegsings to be thank-
ful for — and this is one way you can express yjloue for them and for
Him! So, please! place yomame on the sign-up sheet you will find on the
back table in the sanctuary or speak to Maggied!'AriWe will all be
blessed to have Nancy Sterling asm our pianishAfmyust 9th—30th; she
will be delighted to work with you as you sing arpaps play a flute, etc.
| am most grateful for her willingness and her sglagift. Praise the Lord!
And Thank You to Him and her!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH TEAM
The Education and Youth Team will be chaired byed&\riter. This team will be
divided into 4 committees, each committee haviagwn leader. The 4 committees
will be Sunday School, Youth Group, Bible Study Madation Bible School.

Vacation Bible School will be directed by Tricia\Rat and Janet Writer. The program
will be held the week of July 87 More information will be coming.

MARCH ROAST BEEF DINNER RESULTS

All the money has been collected and all the expesshave been paid. As a
result of your hard work the dinner profit is $4,363.04 Of the 516 tickets
sold, 142 of those were take-outs, which means wengd 374 people in the
dining room. Thank you so much for your hard workand support of this
fundraiser for our church! Without your help it wo uld be impossible to have
these dinners. As always, 10% of the profit will b donated to the benevo-
lence fund.

Dinner Co-Chairpersons: Marsha Seymour & Jerrym&tland -
2009 MiaRoast Beef Dinner



Maggie Johnson, Carol Ravert, Dorothy Gratz, Pastondra, Betty Lutjens and Paulette DiMilta

AN UPDATE ON OUR CHURCH SERVICE AT ELANT
By Carol Ravert

Our church services at Elant Nursing Home is ihdwling again since
Christmas. It was wonderful to have Pastor Womldra Communion Service in
May and it was much appreciated by the people wiem@ed. We are hoping
more residents from the Nursing Home and the Aldalne will attend. As you
can see by the picture, Dorothy Gratz was there.I&res to see her fellow
church family and joins right in singing.

This is truly wonderful for the people who liveetie. They enjoy the fel-
lowship, but they also love the attention theyfgamn Betty Lutjens, Maggie
Johnson and Paulette DiMilta. Some of them don/ehasitors or any family and
this is a blessing to them.

We go on the first and third Monday of every moatli0:30 to 11:00. The
next date is Monday, June 1st and then on tewbich will be Communion.
This is a busy time for so many, but | really thydu would enjoy joining us in
this mission as it would be a blessing for you al&st sitting next to the resi-
dents, helping them turn the pages of the wordiseédnymns, seeing them smile,
talking to them, etc., — it's worth a million.



44th ANNUAL CHICKEN BBQ - July 11, 2009 - 3:30to 6:30P.M.

What would July be without a good old-fashion Chicken BBQ, especially at the
First Presbyterian Church of Chester, NY. Barbecus bring people together and
again this year, we will try to accommodate everyamprior to the town'’s fireworks.
Please note the time change (3:30-6:30pm). Our diars give us an opportunity to
raise funds while offering something special to ouneighbors, who look forward to
our annual gathering. So, please join us as we gare for our upcoming BBQ.
Here is a list of the dates & activities:

July 3, at 9:00am - Kitchen/Dining Room Clea-up.
(and 7/6, at 4:00pm) Please speak to Jerry therland
(469-4166) if you are able to help.

July 9, at 9:00am - Preparation of coleslawPlease
Speak to Carol Ravert§9-2997).

July 10, at 9:00am -  Preparation of potatoe& dining
room set-up. Pleasesgf to Joan
Ribando (469-4208).

July 11, at 11:00am -  Barbecuing chicken at && and Jen
Memmelaar's. Pleaseesyk to Jim
Seymour (469-4311) tolunteer.

July 11, at 3:00pm -  All who work the dinner(Servers,
etc.) should arrive fqare-dinner
meeting and prayer.

The dessert will be brownies with ice cream. A chrah pan and recipe will be pro-
vided, if you supply the ingredients. Please speda& Rosemary Eckard (469-6425)
if you are willing to bake brownies.

Volunteers are also needed the day of the barbectewait on tables or work in the
kitchen. Please speak to Marsha Seymour (469-43114lso see Marsha if you need
tickets

Our Women's Council will sponsor a bake sale at th8BQ and would appreciate
donations of any type of homemade goodies you wouille to make.

We hope you can fit our4d4th Annual Chicken Barbecu@nto your summer schedule.
The success of our church dinner depends on the terand energy you are willing to
donate to this fundraiser. We are very grateful fo all the support you give. Thank

Dinner Co-Chairpersons: Marsha Seymour & Jerrh&tand - 2009 Chicken BBQ



Rev. Larry Ravert grew up in Chester and attendecdtlburch. He has been a
United Methodist Minister for many years and livedallas, Texas with his
wife, Carol Ann. We thought you would be interestethis letter written to the
treasurer of the church (his nephew) as it dematestrhow our church has
influenced a person’s life.

Pastor Wondra will be away on a study leave frony @& to June 10. During that time
he will be participating in the Annual Conferenddhe Interim Ministers' Network in
Pittsburgh.

June 7" — second collection — the pension fund

The June % second collection will go toward the ministers’np®n program. All
churches in the Presbytery pay a prorated sharartbthis fund based on the minister’s
salary. The pension fund supports many minist@ragrams as well as retired minister’s
salaries.

One of the most expensive parts of the programedical insurance. As you can see, the
pension program is very useful and any help yougraa would be greatly appreciated.

If you or any member of your family is graduatimgstyear, please contact
Janet Writer at 469-2578



2009 Team Chairs and Co-Chairs

Ministering to the People

Music and Worship Team: Maggie Johnson (469-4268)
Marsha Seymour (469-4311)

Meets monthly on the first Monday at 1 PM. Sabje change.

Christian Education and Youth Team: Janet Writer (469-2578)

Extended Family Outreach Team: Sara Green (469-2975)

Stewardship and Finance: John Ravert (469-1801)

Buildings and Grounds Team: Jerry Sutherland (469-4166)

We are always looking for our brothers and sisteren Christ to help us serve
the Lord. Want to join a team in our church? Ple@e contact the team chair/
co-chair. We look forward to working with you in the Lord’s ministry.

Pastor: For Pastoral Services please call our
Clerk of Sessiorgdit Vogt at 469-3068.
Clerk of Session: Scott Vogt (469-3068)
Moderator of Deacons: Matt Van Der Meulen (469-827)
V. Moderator of Deacons: James Peterson (610-36 &Il 325-1829)
Treasurer: John Ravert (469-1801)
Secretary: Ruth Magyar (469-4078)

Church Office: 469-4877



