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What’s an Interim For? 

(or—the Lucky Eddie Problem) 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       By Reverend Gerald L. Wondra 
 

 What’s an interim period of a year or two for?  Is it just for marking time 
until a new installed minister arrives  The Interim Ministers Network, of which 
I’m a member, suggests that the interim period should most profitably be used for: 
healing old wounds, updating our history, finding new leadership, reconnecting 
with the Presbytery, and above all—gaining a new vision of what our ministry 
should look like in the future. 
 The problem we run into, though, is that most of us don’t like to change 
that much.  In my former interim job, I suggested to the people that their underly-
ing creed was, “Come weal or come woe, my status is quo.”  Hagar the Horrible’s 
friend, Lucky Eddie, had this problem.  In a recent cartoon, Hagar tells his friend 
to stand guard and not to move.  Lucky obediently takes his position with sword 
in hand as the snow continues to pile up.  We see the snow reaching his feet, his 
waist, his shoulders.  Lucky stands unmoving.  Finally, when the snow is reaching 
his neck, Lucky says, “I’m  thinking of moving.”  
 We shouldn’t let the snow get that high!  I believe the interim period should 
be a time to try new things that we’ve never done before,--to “step up to the 
plate,” as the saying goes.  A few weeks ago, I offered to take people with me to a 
house dedication with Habitat for Humanity in Newburgh.  It turned out to be one 
of the most inspiring events I’ve been to in recent years!  I even had to stand up 
representing us, as one of the supporting churches.  But I had to stand alone.  Next 
Sunday, April 26, there is another opportunity—this time to participate in Habi-
tat’s annual “Walk for Housing,” starting from Downing Park in Newburgh at 12 
noon.  Again, I’m looking for people to fill my van.   
 There are other opportunities.  On May 15-16, at the Holmes Center, the 
Presbytery will sponsor a “Healthy Congregations” workshop, with excellent 
leadership.  A team of three from our congregation could go for $100.  Is it time to 
“step up”? 
 The opportunities continue to pop up.  This interim is a perfect time, in my 
opinion, to try new things.  If they don’t go well, we haven’t lost much.  On the 
other hand, they may just lead to new visions, new fellowship, and the adventure 
of moving ahead. 



WOMEN’S COUNCIL NEWS 
 
April’s meeting was very inspiring. In keeping with the Easter season, 
our devotions were about a very ill Christian woman who continuously 
asked people if they knew the meaning of Easter. If they didn’t, she pro-
ceeded to tell them and brought many to know Jesus. We each took 
turns reading the story and were blessed by it. 
 
The highlight of the day was listening to Maggie Johnson reading one 
of her mother’s monologues. Harriet Fowler wrote in the first person 
and you always feel as if you were there! This one was about Martha at 
the time of her brother’s death and his return from the grave. It was 
wonderful. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 19th in the library at  
1 o’clock. Rosemary Eckard will do the devotions and Catherine DeAn-
gelis and Carol Ravert are in charge of the program. We will be going 
on a Holy Land Tour via the DVD the Life and Ministry of the Messiah 
with Ray Vander Laan, a noted Christian leader and guide. We will 
watch “The Time Had Fully Come” and “No Greater Love”. You will 
see places where Jesus walked and watch portrayals of the people who 
wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls. I’m sure you will learn much and enjoy it 
all. 
 
Nancy Sterling and Janet Writer will provide the refreshments which 
I’m sure will be delicious. 
 
 
 

Please join us on the 19th and bring a friend.  
God bless. 



 Do you know when and why the Memorial Garden in the back of 
the Chester Presbyterian Church started? In the early nineties we had a 
dynamic, energetic Interim Minister named Rev. Myrtle McCall. She 
was only with us for a short time but that was a blessed experience. She 
lived with Betty Lou and Jack Memmelaar before she moved into the 
manse and together they came up with the idea. With the help of   
Mahlon Colborne who was an expert on plants, the families or individu-
als of the church selected the spot and purchased the plants and the 
 Memorial plaques in memory of loved ones. 

 

 When our new pastor, Karen Green, arrived on the scene, she also 
helped Betty Lou and other church members keep up the garden as 
more and more people gave the plaques and plants or bushes. Several 
times they had a weeding session especially before the Easter Sunrise 
Service that took place there, weather permitting. Pastor Karen also put 
a bench up in the garden for people who wanted to meditate or just ad-
mire the scenery. 

Stephanie, Samantha and Scott Green 

UNSUNG HEROES 

 Unfortunately the soil is not the best and many of the plants died. 
Also the plaques themselves cracked and needed to be replaced. Some 
of them have been lost. There is a planting map that has some of the 
names on it, but I don’t think that it was completed. We have an ener-
getic family that has been cleaning up the garden, putting rocks around 
certain areas and is very interested in making it picture perfect. Scott 
Green and his daughters, Samantha and Stephanie have spent hours on  



this endeavor. I know there have been “weeders” too – Betty Lutjens, 
Rosemary Eckard and others that have given their time to this worth-
while project. 
 

If you have bought a plaque in memory of a loved one, would you 
see if the plaque is there?  If not, would you get in touch with the 
church secretary, Ruth Magyar, or leave a message on the church an-
swering machine and we will have it replaced.  Hopefully we will try to 
put in new plants, or bushes, so that the Memorial Garden will return to 
the beautiful spot it once was. 

This could also be a mission to those that have time to help or do-
nate plants or bushes that you might have. Remember: “A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever!” and a  fitting tribute to those who have gone 
from this life to be with God. 

  
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

 

to sing praises to thy name, O Most High; 
 

to declare thy steadfast love in the morning, 
 

and thy faithfulness by night, 
 

to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 

to the melody of the lyre. 
 

For thou, O Lord, hast made me 
 

glad by thy work; 
 

at  the works of thy hands I sing for joy. 
 

(Psalm 92: 1-4) 



Stewardship Focus on … Insurance 
 

As we all know from our personal lives, insurance is a modern necessity.  People 
carry all sorts of insurance – life, health, home, and auto are probably most famil-
iar to us.  Although all this coverage can be expensive, a well-rounded program of 
insurance can make us feel secure and give us confidence that our needs will be 
taken care of, should some unfortunate set of circumstances befall us.  After all, 
that’s just what insurance is for, isn’t it? 

 
Churches are not unlike families in this respect:  We need to feel secure that we 
and others in our “family” are protected.  However, as a church, we have the addi-
tional burden of making certain that the work we do in our community and be-
yond can continue, even if some unfortunate circumstance should befall us.  

 
Our faith tells us we can be confident that our needs will be met:  (Are not five 
sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God?  But 
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of 
more value than many sparrows – Luke 12:6-7) 
 
 

Even if we’re not of the world, however, while we’re still in the world, as a part of 
the Body of Christ it’s vitally important that we have sufficient insurance not only 
to protect persons and property, but to allow the work of Christ to continue, even 
in the face of adversity. 
 
The insurance we carry is referred to as “multi-peril” insurance, since it has so 
many facets of coverage.  It has a large liability component, but also protects 
against losses from fire, theft, use of automobiles while on church business, and 
many other perils.  The cost of the policy annually is around $5,600.00, represent-
ing about 5% of our total annual spending. 
 
Our annual second offering designed to partially offset the cost of insurance will 
occur on Sunday, May 3.  Last year, we collected over $600.00 at this offering - 
over 10% of our total cost.  As we ask for your help this year again, please prayer-
fully consider all the benefits and security provided by our insurance program, 
and the real value it has in making sure the work of our Lord can continue in our 
community and beyond. 



LAUS DEO…A History Lesson 
--Author Unknown 

 
 
In Washington DC, there can never be a building of greater height than the Wash-
ington Monument… this is a LAW. 
 
On the aluminum cap, atop the Washington Monument in Washington DC, are 
two words: Laus Deo.  No one can see these words.  In fact, most visitors to the 
monument are totally unaware they are even there and for that matter, probably 
couldn’t care less. 
 
These words have been there for many years; they are 555 feet, 5.125 inches high, 
perched atop the monument, facing skyward to the Father of our nation, overlook-
ing the 69 square miles which comprise the District of Columbia, capital of the 
United States of America. 
 
Laus Deo!  Two seemingly insignificant, un-noticed words.  Out of sight and, one 
might think, out of mind, but very meaningfully placed at the highest point over 
what is the most powerful city in the most successful nation in the world.   
 
So, what do those two words, in Latin, composed of just four syllables and only 
seven letters, possibly mean?  Very simply, they say… “Praise be to God!” 
 
Though construction of this giant obelisk began in 1848, when James Polk was 
President of the United States, it was not until 1888 that the monument was inau-
gurated and opened to the public.  It took twenty-five years to finally cap the me-
morial with a tribute to the Father of our nation, “Laus Deo… Praise be to God!” 
 
From atop this magnificent granite and marble structure, visitors may take in the 
beautiful panoramic view of the city with its division into four major segments.  
From that vantage point, one can also easily see the original plan of the designer, 
Pierre Charles l’Enfant… a perfect cross imposed upon the landscape, with the 
White House to the north. The Jefferson Memorial is to the south, the Capitol to 
the east and the Lincoln Memorial to the west. 
 
A cross you ask?  Why a cross?  What about separation of church and state?  Yes, 
a cross; separation of church and state was not, is not, in the Constitution.  So, 
read on.  How interesting and, no doubt, intended to carry a profound meaning for 
those who bother to notice. Praise be to God!  Within the monument itself are 898 
steps and 50 landings.  As one climbs the steps and pauses at the landings the      
                                                                                                        
  



  
 
 
 

memorial stones share a message!  On the 12th landing is a prayer offered by the 
City of Baltimore; on the 20th is a memorial presented by some Chinese Chris-
tians; on the 24th a presentation made by Sunday School children from New York 
and Philadelphia quoting Proverbs 10:7, Luke 18:16 and Proverbs 22:6.  Praise be 
to God! 
 
When the cornerstone of the Washington Monument was laid on July 4th, 1848, 
deposited within it were many items including the Holy Bible presented by the 
Bible Society.  Praise be to God!  Such was the discipline, the moral direction, 
and the spiritual mood given by the founder and first President of our unique de-
mocracy.  “One Nation, Under God.” 
 
Washington’s prayer, have you ever read it?  If not, do so now… 
 
“Almighty God; We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United 
States in Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to 
cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government; and entertain a 
brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow citizens of the 
United States at large.  And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to 
dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that char-
ity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Di-
vine Author of our blessed religion, and without a humble imitation of whose ex-
ample in these things we can never hope to be a happy nation.  Grant our suppli-
cation, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 
Laus Deo! 
 
When one stops to observe the inscriptions found in public places all over our na-
tion’s capitol, he or she will easily find the signature of God, as it is unmistakably 
inscribed everywhere you look. 
 
You may forget the width and height of “Laus Deo,” its location, or the archi-
tects… but no one who reads this will be able to forget its meaning, or these 
words: “Unless the Lord builds the house its builders labor in vain.  Unless the 
Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.” – Psalm 127:1 
 

 
We are a nation under God!!!  Laus Deo! 



2009 Team Chairs and Co-Chairs 
  

Ministering to the People 
 

Church Family :  Jerry Sutherland (469-4166) 
             Meets monthly on the First Tuesday at 7:30 
       Other Teams of ministry within the Church Family Team: 

The Worship Team (meets as needed) 
Worship Correspondence Team (meets as needed) 

 
Extended Family:  Sara Green  (469-2975) 
             Meets as needed & beginning to find regular meeting time 
       Other Teams of ministry within the Extended Family Team: 

New Membership (meets monthly on the First Thursday at 7:30 p.m.) 
  Shrove Tuesday Team (meets as needed) 
  Blood Drive Team (meets as needed) 
 

Caring for God’s House 
 

Buildings & Grounds:  Okey Barrett (651-4707) 
                                  Jerry Sutherland (469-4166) 

Meets as needed 
 

Administration & Finance : Janet Writer (469-2578) 
                                            John Ravert  (469-1801) 

Administrative Component:  (meets as needed) 
Finance Component: (meets monthly on the first Thursday at 7:00 p.m.) 
Other Teams of ministry within the Finance Team such as Half Chicken Sale Team 

Meet as Needed 
 
 
We are always looking for our brothers and sisters in Christ to help us serve the Lord.  
Want to join a team in our church?  Please contact the team chair/co-chair.  We look for-
ward to working with you in the Lord’s ministry. 

Pastor:      For Pastoral Services please call our  
                                                                                   Clerk of Session, Scott Vogt at 469-3068. 
Clerk of Session:    Scott Vogt (469-3068) 
Moderator of Deacons:    Matt Van Der Meulen (469-6427) 
V. Moderator of Deacons:  James Peterson (610-3670, cell 325-1829) 
Treasurer:                John Ravert (469-1801) 
Secretary:   Ruth Magyar (469-4078) 
Church Office:    469-4877 
 


