
Meet Our New Interim Pastor,  
Rev. Jerry Wondra 

 

 On Sunday, March 8th, our 
Session voted to accept the In-
terim Nominating Committee’s 
recommendation to appoint  
Gerald L. Wondra as our new  
Interim Pastor. 
 

 Rev. Wondra grew up in 
New Jersey as a member of the 
Reformed Church in America.  
He attended Hope College and 
Western Seminary in Holland, 
Michigan, and earned an M.A. 
degree from the University of Chicago.  Ordained in 1966, Pastor Jerry served a 
variety of Reformed Churches in New Jersey, New York and Michigan.  In 2000, 
he became Designated Minister for the Roscoe and Livingston Manor Presbyte-
rian Churches, where he served until his retirement in 2004.  Since then, he has 
served as Interim Minister for the Bethlehem Presbyterian Church in New  
Windsor.  He is married to Nancy, and has three children and four grandchildren. 
 

 On Sunday, March 15th the Rev. Paul Min, who is the current Minister at 
Bethlehem Presbyterian, Moderated in Commissioning Pastor Jerry as our Interim 
Pastor.  A well-attended reception followed the service in the Library, where we 
were able to meet Jerry, his wife and his sister. 
 

 The job of the Interim Minister in our denomination carries with it specific 
training and responsibilities aimed at bridging the gap between one “permanent” 
pastorate and the next.  Key goals in the process, which is expected to take from 
one to 1½ years, will be the exploration of our true purpose and re-examining our 
mission as a church. 
 

 The Session would like to thank the members of the Interim Pastor Nomi-
nating Committee for all their work.   The members  were Jerry Sutherland, chair, 
Joan Ribando, Janet Writer, Okey Barrett and John Ravert. 
 

 Welcome Pastor Jerry.  We’re happy to have you join us. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , 94-96 MAIN STREET, CHESTER, NEW YORK 10918 



 

Lenten Lunch Bag Devotions 
Once again we will be meeting in the church library at noon each Wednesday during 
Lent for Lunch bag devotions. We invite you to bring whatever you would like to eat 
and drink for lunch. Each week, we will begin the program with worship. The central 
theme will revolve around six different dialogues for Lent. The dialogues are entitled 
“Voices”. Each dialogue takes place between a contemporary Christian called 
“Everyperson” and a character from the Bible. Through the “voices” of the characters 
we are urged to repent and to embrace the loving Savior who suffered and died so that 
we might live eternally. Please join us for fellowship each Wednesday from March 4th 
through April 8th! 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 
Holy week has arrived quickly upon us.  Sunday, April 5, is Palm Sunday.  Our 10:00 
A.M. Service will begin with the traditional singing of the “The Palms”.  Worship will 
be a joyous reflection of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Music, including the 
Handbell Choir, will blend with the Scriptures and the message of the day.  Palms will 
be handed out at the end of the Service. 
 
Maundy Thursday will be very different for us this year.  All those who profess Christ as 
Lord are welcome to gather in the church dining room for a Communion and Soup Sup-
per at 7:00 P.M.  You may enter the dining room through the front basement steps (like 
you were coming to a church dinner or through the upstairs Christian Ed building).  We 
will all sit together around a connection of tables and celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  After 
a brief service, we’ll line up for soup and bread made by some of our congregation (if 
you’d like to make soup or bread, please speak with Marsha Seymour).  We will have 
plenty available, should you decide to bring a friend or two with you.  If you have spe-
cial dietary needs, please make sure to bring something you’ll be able to eat.  The Wor-
ship team will set up coffee, tea and juice. 
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
All are welcome to join us in an Ecumenical Sunrise Service at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Chester, NY (94-96 Main St.) on April 12.  We will begin to gather at 7:00 
A.M. behind the sanctuary at the foot of the memorial garden; or in case of inclement or 
cold weather, we’ll congregate inside the sanctuary.  A continental breakfast is offered 
directly following the service.  At our 10:00 A.M. worship, the sanctuary will be 
adorned with glorious Easter flowers as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection. 



THANK YOU !   THANK YOU !   THANK YOU ! 
 
To each person who had anything to do with making our March 21st Roast Beef 
Dinner such a success --- we thank you so much!  As soon as all the money is 
collected and the bills paid, we will share the end results of all your hard work 
and support.  Without your participation, it would not be possible to undertake a 
fund-raising project of this magnitude.  You are appreciated!  And we are indeed 
grateful! 

SHOPRITE CERTIFICATE UPDATE 
 It has been almost 6 months since I have taken on the role of a salesman of 
the ShopRite certificates.   As most of you know, it is a tool to earn money for our 
Building Fund and has been very successful. Out of every $100 spent the church 
receives $5. 
 I wanted to take the opportunity to publicly thank all those who have pur-
chased the certificates on a regular basis. Some people buy every week, some 
twice a month and some just occasionally.  We even have some customers from 
the community that are helping us. 
 I wanted to tell all of you that the Building Fund is growing, 
and as I say each Sunday, “ShopRite thanks you, I thank you, but most impor-
tantly – the church thanks you.” 
                                                                             Carol Ravert  

WOMEN’S COUNCIL NEWS  

  
 What a wonderful March meeting we had! After devotions and a short busi-
ness meeting we had our program led by Maggie Johnson and all participated. 
The focus was on World Day of Prayer and we learned about the women of 
Papua, New Guinia, their customs, languages and their religion. Everyone en-
joyed the songs and we even tried some in the native languages,of which there are 
many. One of them was called the Welcome Song and we used it to greet Jerry 
Wondra, our new interim pastor on March 15th. 
 Next month’s meeting will be on Tuesday, April 7th at 1 p.m. in the church 
library. We will have a short business meeting and then Tricia Ravert will have the 
devotions as well as the program. It will be based on Easter, the time of year that 
we remember the death and resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ. All women of 
the church are invited to spend this time with us. Maggie Johnson will provide the 
refreshments. 
 Come and fellowship with us. Bring a friend. Hope to see you on the 7th.  



UNSUNG HEROES                    
 

 The Youth Group of Chester Presbyterian Church started many years ago and has been 
carried down through the generations. Ask some of the “mature” members of the church and 
they will tell you stories of their youth and the fun they had under the leadership of people like 
Conger and Vivian Hawkins. For the past fifteen years, Pastor Karen and her husband, Bob, 
have taken the youth on many adventures and fostered numerous programs to help others.  The 
torch has been passed to the very capable hands of Linda Beska.  There are ten members from 
grades 7 to 12.  They meet two Wednesdays a month. They have all worked hard to provide 
services and to help others outside of our community. 
 In the fall their project was to rake leaves for 3 properties of church members and the 
money was sent to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Then in December they packed boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child which provided for less fortunate children. They also rang the bells 
for the Salvation Army in front of ShopRite.  Christmas Caroling was planned but canceled be-
cause of the weather. 
 Their next venture was the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and it was delicious. All 
who attended enjoyed it. They had help from the Green Family.  Many of the parents and some 
other church members have helped them with their projects. 
 One of their most wonderful missions is the sponsorship of a child, Christinia Mendosa 
from Equador. They receive letters telling about her life and progress as she grows older.  
 We are so grateful for Linda and the young people.  A little mouse told me that she is 
very generous and provides refreshments at every meeting.  There’s so much that can be done 
and I’m sure that Linda could use some of your help. If you are interested, talk to Linda about 
lending a hand. 
 Thanks, Linda for all that you do, and all the time you spend with the youth.  Thanks 
also to the Youth Group for sharing their talents, hard work and time to reach out beyond the 
church and into the community and world. 



A recent e-mail sent to Ruth Magyar included the following “New School Prayer”, 
which was allegedly written by a 15 yr. old school kid in Arizona:  
 
Since the Pledge of Allegiance and The Lord's Prayer are not allowed in most pub-
lic schools anymore because the word 'God' is mentioned....a kid in Arizona wrote 
the attached. 

 
NEW School prayer : 

 
Now I sit me down in school  

Where praying is against the rule  
For this great nation under God  
Finds mention of Him very odd.  
If Scripture now the class recites,  

It violates the Bill of Rights.  
And anytime my head I bow  

Becomes a Federal matter now.  
Our hair can be purple, orange or green,  
That's no offense; it's a freedom scene.  
The law is specific, the law is precise.  

Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.  
For praying in a public hall  

Might offend someone with no faith at all.  
In silence alone we must meditate,  

God's name is prohibited by the state.  
We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,  
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks..  

They've outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible.  
To quote the Good Book makes me liable.  
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,  

And the 'unwed daddy,' our Senior King.  
It's 'inappropriate' to teach right from wrong,  

We're taught that such 'judgments' do not belong.  
We can get our condoms and birth controls,  
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles.  

But the Ten Commandments are not allowed,  
No word of God must reach this crowd.  

It's scary here I must confess,  
When chaos reigns the school's a mess.  

So, Lord, this silent plea I make:  
Should I be shot; My soul please take!  

Amen  



2009 Team Chairs and Co-Chairs 
  

Ministering to the People 
 

Church Family :  Jerry Sutherland (469-4166) 
             Meets monthly on the First Tuesday at 7:30 
       Other Teams of ministry within the Church Family Team: 

The Worship Team (meets as needed) 
Worship Correspondence Team (meets as needed) 

 
Extended Family:  Sara Green  (469-2975) 
             Meets as needed & beginning to find regular meeting time 
       Other Teams of ministry within the Extended Family Team: 

New Membership (meets monthly on the First Thursday at 7:30 p.m.) 
  Shrove Tuesday Team (meets as needed) 
  Blood Drive Team (meets as needed) 
 

Caring for God’s House 
 

Buildings & Grounds:  Okey Barrett (651-4707) 
                                  Jerry Sutherland (469-4166) 

Meets as needed 
 

Administration & Finance : Janet Writer (469-2578) 
                                            John Ravert  (469-1801) 

Administrative Component:  (meets as needed) 
Finance Component: (meets monthly on the first Thursday at 7:00 p.m.) 
Other Teams of ministry within the Finance Team such as Half Chicken Sale Team 

Meet as Needed 
 
 
We are always looking for our brothers and sisters in Christ to help us serve the Lord.  
Want to join a team in our church?  Please contact the team chair/co-chair.  We look for-
ward to working with you in the Lord’s ministry. 

Pastor:      For Pastoral Services please call our  
                        Clerk of Session, Scott Vog t at 469-3068. 
Clerk of Session:   Scott Vogt (469-3068) 
Moderator of Deacons:   Matt Van Der Meulen (469-64 27) 
V.Moderator of Deacons: James Peterson (610-3670, c ell 325-1829) 
Treasurer:              John Ravert (469-1801) 
Secretary:     Ruth Magyar (469-4078) 
Church Office:   469-4877 


