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Matt and Fred Van Der Meulen

UNSUNG HEROES

Imagine this scenario. You are in ykitchen putting a roast beef in the oven
for your family and perhaps a few friends, when getia phone call that you have to prepare for
between 500 and 600 people. What would you do? th&g actually happened to a young man
in our congregation, but not in that particularerdFor the last few dinners, Matt Van Der
Meulen had helped Bob Green, our former pastotsband, who had done the cooking tire-
lessly for our famous, usually sold out dinners yf@ars and years. When the Greens left Ches-
ter shortly before the event in November ‘08 Mathimteered to do the job. His dad, Fred,
knew he was a good cook for 5 or 10 guests, batntlaay! Matt was determined and proved
that he could do it easily and with a smile! \Wtitle help of his right hand man, Fred, and all the
faithful workers before, during and after the dinnewas a success. The roast beef was deli-
cious and everything went smoothly.

One of Matt’s friends predicted thaalifwent well, Matt would commit for the next 30
years. Upon hearing that after the dinner, Matt #aat he would do it for 20!
Marsha Seymour and Jerry Sutherland, the dinnerpeiraons can rest easily until at least 2028.

On Saturday, March2dvhen you go to the dinner, take a peek into thehkn to see
these unsung heroes. It is almost guaranteed dliatvill see smiling faces. We are so fortunate,
as a church, to have so many willing volunteerst &nly will you see church members and
friends, but those from other churches and commumémbers, that make the dinners not only
profitable but a joy to behold. In the words oftidan Der Meulen, “This is fun!”



WOMEN'S COUNCIL NEWS

Our Women'’s Council February Meeting was a hugeeasg Marsha Seymour
opened in prayer and led the devotions. After atdhesiness meeting, we began to
work on our homemade Valentines. We created 3Bearhtfor shut-ins, past minis-
ters, military, college students, first year bapsggsecial people who were married
on Feb.1%, or born on that date, etc.. Many creative readitiwere made and as
Marsha, who was the chairman if the event said¢hBeaear they get better and
more creative.” It's a fun activity and we havead time in fellowship as well as
bringing a smile on the recipients’ faces.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, Marci'H2 one PM in the library. Ingeborg
Lange will be in charge of devotions, and the paogwill be led by Maggie. Re-
freshments will be provided by Carol Ravert. Comd be ready to take an active
part in the World Day of Prayer. This was startethie 18' century when Christian
women of the United States and Canada initiateari@ty of cooperative activities
in support of women'’s involvement in mission at leoamd in other parts of the
world. As many of you remember, our Women’s Coudmla church service based
on the World Day of Prayer that we had done insiiéng. It was concerning the
country if Guyana with music and a slide show @it ttountry. This year our pro-
gram will be on Papua , New Guinea , a land of mlanguages, cultures, tradi-
tions, and beliefs. Within this context, the ChastCommunity draws deeply from
the New Testament assurances, “In Christ, therenarey members, yet one body.”
It's possible you may learn more about this coumirgt church service next fall.

We look forward to having you join us for an inspi;, God filled meeting on Tues-
day, March 1. Bring a friend.



THE UNIQUE CHRIST

His birth was contrary to the laws of life,
His death was contrary to the laws of death;
He had no cornfields or fisheries,
But He could spread a table for five thousand
And have bread and fish to spare!
He walked on no beautiful carpets or velvet rugs
But He walked on the waters of the Sea of Galilee
And they supported Him!
When He died, few men mourned,
But a black crepe was hung over the sun!
The men trembled not for their sins,
The earth beneath them
Shook under the load!
All nature honored Him!
Sinners alone rejected Him!
Corruption could not get hold of His body;
The soil that had been reddened with His blood
Could not claim His dust!
Three years He preached His gospel,
He wrote no book,
Built no church-house,
Had no monetary backing;
But after 1900 years,
He is the one Central Character in human history;
The pivot, around which
The events of the ages revolve,
And the only Regenerator of the human race!
Was it merely the Son of Joseph and Mary
Who crossed the world’s horizon 1900 years ago?
Was it merely human blood
That was spilled on Calvary’s Hill
For the redemption of sinners?
What thinking man
Can keep from exclaiming,

My Lord and My God!

---Author Unlown

A REMINDER

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
ON
SUNDAY, MARCH 8th
SO SET YOUR CLOCKS AN HOUR
AHEAD ON SATURDAY NIGHT!

CHOIR NEWS

We wonder and ask if YOU wouldn’t
like to join your voice(s) with ours, HIS
Chair, this Easter season? We expect to
sing some anthems that truly give praise
and glory to our Lord and Redeemer; but
some added singers, especially you gentle-
men, would greatly enhance our offerings.
Rehearsal times remain the same;

Wednesdays at 7:30 PM — so perhaps you
will join us to give “All glory, laud and

honor to thee, Redeemer, King!”
(Theodulph of Orleans, ¢.820). We whole-
heartedly invite you to share in the joy

and privilege we have to worship our Lord

through the gift of music!

The RVDM Memorial Handbell Choir
anticipates praising God in Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit also this Easter season.
But to do so — we ask one or two more
ringers to come forward and give freely of
their time and talent to be a member of
this volunteer group. It was started in the
1980’s by Barbara Doellinger, a former
choir director, in memory of Rucia Van
Der Meulen, a dedicated church member,
a true and faithful witness for our Lord.
Rehearsals begin Monday, March 2 at
7PM in the sanctuary. Please speak to
Magagie if you can help.

Deacon’s News
We would like to thank everyone who
helped us at Food Pantry. Our Easter dis-
tribution will be on March 26 this year. If
you are able to help please contact Matt
Van Der Meulen at 469-6427 or James
Peterson at 610-3670 or 325-1829 (cell).

We will be packing college/military boxes

on March 10 at our Deacon’s meeting. If

you know of someone who should receive a
box please let one of the deacons know

Thank you!



Here is a new way to look at a deck of cards!!

Deck of Cards

It was quiet that day, the guns and the mortars, ath land mines for some reason hadn't been
heard.

The young soldier knew it was Sunday, the holiestay of the week.

As he was sitting there, he got out an old deck ofrds and laid them out across his bunk.

Just then an army sergeant came in and said, 'Whyran't you with the rest of the platoon?’
The soldier replied, 'l thought | would stay behindand spend some time with the Lord.'

The sergeant said, 'Looks to me like you're goingotplay cards.'

The soldier said, 'No, sir. You see, since we ar®tmallowed to have Bibles or other spiritual
books in this country,

I've decided to talk to the Lord by studying this ceck of cards.’

The sergeant asked in disbelief, 'How will you danat?'

'You see the Ace, Sergeant? It reminds me that theris only one God.

The Two represents the two parts of the Bible, Oléind New Testaments

The Three represents the Father, Son, and the Holghost.

The Four stands for the Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark Luke and John.

The Five is for the five virgins there were ten bubnly five of them were glorified.

The Six is for the six days it took God to createhe Heavens and Earth.

The Seven is for the day God rested after making KiCreation.

The Eight is for the family of Noah and his wife, lheir three sons and their wives -- the eight peo-
ple God spared from the flood that destroyed the Eih.

The Nine is for the lepers that Jesus cleansed @&prosy He cleansed ten, but nine never thanked
Him.

The Ten represents the Ten Commandments that God hded down to Moses on tablets made
of stone.

The Jack is a reminder of Satan, one of God's firsingels, but he got kicked out of heaven for
his sly and wicked ways and is now the joker of eteal hell.

The Queen stands for the Virgin Mary.

The King stands for Jesus, for he is the King of &kings.

When | count the dots on all the cards, | come up ith 365 total, one for every day of the year.
There are a total of 52 cards in a deck; each iswaeek - 52 weeks in a year.

The four suits represent the four seasons: Springgummer, Fall and Winter.

Each suit has thirteen cards -- there are exacthhirteen weeks in a quarter.

So when | want to talk to God and thank Him, | justpull out this old deck of cards and they re-
mind me of all that | have to be thankful for.'

The sergeant just stood there. After a minute, wittiears in his eyes and pain in his heart, he
said, 'Soldier, can | borrow that deck of cards?'

Please let this be a reminder and take time to prafor all of our soldiers who are
being sent away, putting their lives on the line §hting.



Buildings & Grounds

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (Contemporary English Version)

23 pray that God, who gives peace, will make you plately holy. And may your
spirit, soul, and body be kept healthy and faudthestil our Lord Jesus Christ re-
turns.

On March & there will be a second collection for BuildingslaBrounds, so we
thought it would be a good time to identify thospects of the church that are the
responsibility of B&G. | often think of the scripeiabove, how the Lord works
with our entire being to preserve us and make esqmtable to God. | kind of
think of the buildings and grounds as the physeat of the equation that sup-
ports the spirit and soul of our church. Almostrgtleing you see and touch is
supported by, or falls under the responsibilityB&G; the property, the Sanctu-
ary, the back room, the Christian Education buddi€E), the Manse, not to men-
tion the barn, driveway, sidewalks, parking aréayground, etc. ---it is a daunt-
ing task to manage.

Here are some current maintenance activities:

Manse ReportB&G requested and received approval to replaeeitievel bath-
room floor after receiving an estimated bid for @50his work is already com-
pleted, thanks to the assistance of Scott Greenregaired the plumbing and will
re-install the toilet. A bid of $590 was also apgd for the repair of the outside
porch. This work will be started when the weatimeprioves. A bid of $493 has
been received and approved for the cleaning oMhese carpet upstairs and the
installation of brass railings to hold the stainmer. Work will start when the inte-
rior of the manse has been painted. Speaking §fBi8a has received four bids
for painting the manse interior. While we are coméating which is best, Bob
(Robert) Shute has volunteered his time to remtiwbenails and hooks in the
walls and is currently removing the wallpaper ia tipstairs bathroom. Way to go
Bob! In addition, the kitchen cabinets and floormegded replacing. Several bids
have been received; we are waiting on more.

As you can see, the list of activities continuegrmw and this is just the tip of the
proverbial iceberg because we haven't begun taudssany of the other buildings
and grounds of the church. By now it should be déassyou to understand why
we take up a collection for B&G. Thank you onceiadar your continued sup-
port!




Lenten Lunch Bag Devotions

Once again we will be meeting in the church library at noon each
Wednesday during Lent for Lunch bag devotions. We invite you
to bring whatever you would like to eat and drink for lunch. Each
week, we will begin the program with worship. The central theme
will revolve around six different dialogues for Lent. The dialogues
are entitled “Voices”. Each dialogue takes place between a con-
temporary Christian called “Everyperson” and a character from
the Bible. Through the “voices” of the characters we are urged to
repent and to embrace the loving Savior who suffered and died
so that we might live eternally. Please join us for fellowship each
Wednesday from March 4™ through April 8"



ROAST BEEF DINNER REMINDERS
Next Dinner: Saturday, March 21, 2009 from 4:00to  7:00 P.M.

For Tickets Volunteering to workn the kitchen or dining room or for any other
guestions you may have about the dinner, pleasskgpeMarsha Seymo#69-

4311).

Applesauce cake bakers are neeftedhe dessert, please call Rosemary Eckard
(469-6425). We will provide a church pan and reafarting on Sunday, March
15.

Women'’s Councilvould appreciate any homemade goodies you coohige for
their Bake Tableat the dinner.

List of Dates & Activities:

Mar. 14, at 9:00am - Kitchen/Dining Room Clean-up. Please
speak to Jerry Sutherland ( 469-4166
or 469-4311) if you are abl e to help.
Mar. 19, at 9:00am - Preparation of coleslaw. Please speak
to Carol Ravert (469-2997).
Mar. 20, at 9:00am - Preparation of potatoes & dining room
set-up. Please speak to Jo an Ribando
(469-4208).
Mar. 21, at 3:30pm - Servers and other helpers arrive for
last minute instructions an d prayer.
Please speak to Marsha Seym our

(469-4311) to volunteer.

It takes the whole "Church Family" and some "hdipkighbors" from the com-
munity to make our dinners enjoyable and succes3faank you for supporting
our church in this way. It is truly appreciatediamouldn't be possible without

your participation.

Dinner Co-Chairpersons: Marsha Seymour & Jerry Suth erland



2009 Team Chairs and Co-Chairs

Ministering to the People

Church Family: Jerry Sutherland (469-4166)
Meets monthly on the First Tuesday:80
Other Teams of ministry within the Churchnflg Team:
The Worship Teanfmeets as needed)
Worship Correspondence Tedmeets as needed)

Extended Family: Sara Green (469-2975)
Meets as needed & beginning to firglfar meeting time
Other Teams of ministry within the Extend&inily Team:
New Membership (meets monthly on the First Thursatag.30 p.m.)
Shrove Tuesday Team (meets as needed)
Blood Drive Team (meets as needed)

Caring for God’s House

Buildings & Grounds: Okey Barrett (651-4707)
Jerry Sutherl¢a@9-4166)
Meets as needed

Administration & Finance : Janet Writer (469-2578)
JohrvBRa (469-1801)
Administrative Component(meets as needed)
Finance Componenfmeets monthly on the first Thursday at 7:00 p.m.)
Other Teams of ministry within the Finance Teamhsag Half Chicken Sale Team
Meet as Needed

We are always looking for our brothers and sistersn Christ to help us serve the Lord.
Want to join a team in our church? Please contadhe team chair/co-chair. We look for-
ward to working with you in the Lord’s ministry.

Pastor: For Pastoral Services while we are bet ween Pastors,
please call our Clerk of Session, Scott Vogt
at 469-3068

Clerk of Session: Scott Vogt (469-3068)

Moderator of Deacons: Matt Van Der Meulen (469-64 27)

V.Moderator of Deacons: James Peterson (610-3670, c ell 325-1829)

Treasurer: John Ravert (469-1801)

Secretary: Ruth Magyar (469-4078)

Church Office: 469-4877



